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Abstract

This article examines the relationship between Pakistan’s blasphemy laws and the rise of
social polarization between 2011 and 2020. Focusing on major cases such as Asia Bibi,
Mumtaz Qadri, and Junaid Hafeez, the study explores how blasphemy allegations
evolved beyond legal disputes into ideological, political, and emotional conflicts within
Pakistani society. Using qualitative legal analysis and case-study methodology, the article
evaluates judicial proceedings, evidentiary weaknesses, media framing, religious
mobilization, and public reactions surrounding these cases.

The study argues that weak investigations, public pressure on courts, and the
politicization of religious sentiments intensified mistrust, fear, and division in society. It
further demonstrates that blasphemy-related cases became symbolic battlegrounds
between religious and liberal narratives, where court decisions were interpreted as
victories or defeats of faith and identity. The article concludes that the increasing
polarization linked with blasphemy discourse reflects deeper tensions between state
authority, religious activism, and public sentiment in Pakistan. It recommends procedural
safeguards, judicial protection, responsible media engagement, and legal reforms to
reduce misuse of the law while preserving religious sensitivities and constitutional
justice.

Keywords: Blasphemy Laws, Section 295-C, Social Polarization, Judicial Interpretation,
Religious Sensitivities, Media Framing, Public Pressure, Minority Rights, Rule of Law,
Religious Extremism, Legal Misuse, Judicial Responses, Public Mobilization.
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Muhammad Idrees (CW1), was also summoned by the trial court appellant
confessed to her guilt in a public meeting and before the investigating officer on that
day. ?
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and Ethical Principles.” Islamic Studies, 57—84.
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4 Supreme Court of Pakistan, Asia Bibi v. The State, Criminal Appeal No. 39-L of 2015, p. 34 (Justice

Asif Saeed Khosa, concurring opinion).
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"Even if the Supreme Court now goes on to acquit Asia bibi--solely because of their
relationship with someone accused of blasphemy".
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31, 2018, Accessed October 12, 2025

° BBC News, “Asia Bibi: Pakistan's Blasphemy Law,” December 1, 2010, Accessed June 8, 2025,
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10" Dawn, “Qadri Sentenced to Death for Killing Taseer,” October 1, 2011, Accessed September 19, 2025,
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