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Abstract

The Qur’an is the most comprehensive source of divine guidance and the final and
complete expression of God’s message. Its proper understanding requires the discipline
of tafsir, which holds fundamental importance in interpreting its meanings. Throughout
various periods, exegetes have interpreted the Qur’an according to their intellectual,
philosophical, and cultural contexts, resulting in a significant diversity of exegetical
methodologies.

In this paper, a comparative study is presented on the exegetical methods of Imam Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi and Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in the context of the interpretation of Strat al-
Fil. The study begins with a followed by an overview of the historical background of the
Incident of the Elephant. Thereafter, the perspectives of both scholars regarding this
event are analyzed comparatively, in order to clearly highlight their respective methods
of interpretation.

The study concludes that Imam al-Razi’s methodology represents the classical Islamic
exegetical tradition, whereas Sir Syed Ahmad Khan’s approach reflects rationalism and
subjective reinterpretations. This comparative analysis brings to light the depth and
breadth of the diverse intellectual and interpretive trends found in contemporary Qur’anic
studies.

Keywords: Interpretative Methodology, Imam Fakhr Al-Din Al-Razi, Sir Syed Ahmad
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