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Abstract

The woman in Andalusian literature is one of the most prominent topics that has captured
the attention of writers and critics over the centuries. Despite the difficult social and
political circumstances, women in Andalusia were strongly present in literature, both in
poetry and prose, with their images varying from the passionate lover, the wise one, the
poetess, to the rebellious woman. The representation of women in this literature was not
merely confined to being symbols of beauty and love but transcended to encompass their
roles in social, political, and cultural life.

Since the early days of the Islamic conquest of Andalusia, women were an integral part of
cultural and intellectual life. As Andalusian literature developed, diverse representations
of women emerged, whether in poetry, where they were often the inspiration for poets, or
in prose, which addressed issues related to women’s lives, intellect, and philosophy.
Some Andalusian women also played a prominent role in enriching literature and literary
criticism by participating in literary and intellectual gatherings.

However, the influence of Andalusian women did not stop at the borders of Andalusia but
extended to European literatures, especially during the European Renaissance. The image
of the Andalusian woman became part of the literary culture that influenced Western
literature. Understanding the presence of women in Andalusian literature requires not
only analyzing the literary representations of women in the texts but also studying the
mutual influences between Arab-Islamic culture in Andalusia and European cultures

during the Middle Ages.
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This study explores the presence of women in Andalusian literature by examining the
various literary images of women that appeared in Andalusian poetry and prose, with a
focus on the mutual influences between Andalusian and European literatures. This paper
aims to shed light on how Andalusian writers portrayed women and how these portrayals
influenced European literature, particularly in relation to the depiction of women in
Western literature after a period of cultural exchange between Andalusia and Europe.
Keywords: Andalusian Literature, Representation of Women, Women in Islamic Spain,
Andalusian Poetry and Prose, Female Literary Identity, Women and Cultural Life in Al-
Andalus, Andalusian Poetesses
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